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6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 
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the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
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Examiner to Check for Accuracy 
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Application No. 10/785,097 



Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Applicant's representatives showed the examiner a side bearing and 
described its operation. The examiner brought to the attention of Applicant's representatives the structure of Spencer 
which is similar ot the structure of the present invention; however, it was noted that the housing body and the friction 
member of Spencer are formed as a single unit rather than in two pieces movable relative to each other as of the 
present invention. The examiner indicated that if the claims were to be amended over Spencer, the claims would be 
more favorably considered. Regarding claims 40 and 43, it appears to be very broad; however, the examiner will try to 
work with Applicant's represenative on the language of said claims when receiving a formal amendment . 
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FROM : Law Office of JoKn U. Harbst PHONE NO. : 630 289 0269 



Mar. 08 2005 03:45PM P2 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In Re Application of: William P. O'Doonell; 

PaulB. Aspengren 



Serial No.: 
Filed: 



10/785,097 
February 24, 2004 



For CONSTANT CONTACT SIDE 

BEARING ASSEMBLY FOR A RAILCAR 



PATENTAPPLICATION 



Examiner: M. Le 
Group Art Unit: 3617 
Confirmation No.: 8794 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT "A* 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Responding to a January 31, 2005 Office Action, kindly amend the above-identified patent 
application as follows: 
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IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend Paragraph [0012] as follows: 

[0012] In view of the above, and in accordance with one aspect, there is provided a constant 
contact side bearing assembly adapted for insertion within a pocket fined by a walled receptacle 
pmviHgH nn tn be arranged in combination with a railcar bolster defining an upp er surface. The 
constant contact side bearing assembly includes a spring h aving on e end adapted for direct 
engagement - with a bolst e r sttf feee-aad accommodated within a body member having wall 
structure extending circumferenti al about the spri ng. The with th e waited wall structure of the 
body member feeiag is configured to fit within the g walled receptacle on the upper surface Qf the 
railcar bolster. In one form, the wall structure of the body membe r and the walled receptacle 
in clude a pair of confrontin g surfaces disposed to opposed sides of an axi$ defined by said side , 
bearing assembly and extending generally normal to the upper surface on the bolster. The side 
hearing assembly further includes an ap p aratus operablv engaeable with the walled receptacle on 
the bolster and the wall structure of the body member for lo cating the side hearing relative to the 
bolster Tn a preferred form, such apparatus inclu des an insert positionable between each pair of 
confronting surfaces on the walled receptacle and body member so as to inhibit the side bearing 
from shifting relative to the bolster. The side bearing assembly further includes a friction member 
overlying a second one end of and for transmitting loads to the spring, with said the friction 
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member being guided relative to the body member. 
Please amend Paragraph [0014] as follows. 

[0014] In one embodiment, the bodv_membei^nne side bearing assembly fa t her includes an 
apparatuse s u nable ^ rh th e called rcccptacl u uud the body member for locating the 
side bearing aoa e mbly tdativc to die bolster. rrcf e iabl y , the wll otru ot m o on tlio body mem be r 
aa^he^ dl c d i c oe p taolc includes a pair of oonfrontiag surfac es disp o s e d to opposed a i des of an 
upstanding cuds defined by the s i d o bearing assembly. In one form, tli t apparatus for locating t h e 
aide bearing assembly relative to the bol s ter iududca a spacer iiucrtablc into an opening defined 
between the eonfronting surfaoca so aa to inhibit the side bearing oooombly from shifting relative 
to the bolster defines a recess extending through the body member. As such, that end of spring, 
opposite from the friction member, can extend through the body member to directly engage and 
abut the upper surface portion on the bolster. Accordingly, the overall length of the spring can be 
extended, thus, enhancing the load absorption capability of the side bearing assembly. 

Please amend Paragraph [0015] as follows: 

[0015] One surface of each pair of confronting surfaces is preferably inclined with respect to the 
other surface such that the surfaces diverge away from each other as the surfaces extend away 
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from the bolster whereby defining a wedge shaped opening therebetween. In one form, the 
spacers or inserts for locating the side bearing assembly each has a wedge-shaped shape to 
enhance its insertion into each wedge-shaped opening defined between said the confronting 
surfaces on the wall structure on the body member and the walled receptacle. In a most preferred 
embodiment, each wedge-shaped spacer gr insert is secured to the walled receptacle to inhibit 
shifting movements of the side bearing assembly relative to the bolster surface. 

Please amend Paragraph [0016] as follows: 

[0016] According to another aspect, there is provided a side bearing assembly adapted fef 
insertion into a pookot defin e d by - a receptacle provided on an upper surfaco of a roiloar bolster to 
he arranged in combination with a rail *™- holster with an upper surface. The side bearing 
assembly includes a walled housing? defining a recess or cavity,, extending therethrough and open 
nt apposite n.nrir . and a The walled h o using and a walled receptacle, on the upper surface of the 
bolster, define a pair of confronting surfaces a r ranged on opposed sides of an axis defined by the 
§|de bearing assembly and extending generally normal to the upper surface on the bolster. 
spring having a first end for abutting against a portion of the upper surfaco of said railcar bolst e r; 
and a second e nd, axiaH y- spaocd from the first end j g , accommodated within tbe wallqd housing . 
Spacers arc provided for locating and securing th e side hearing assembly within the walled 
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recentacle. At least one insert is positiop oH hfifween the confronting surfaces on the wftllgd 
receptacle and the walled housing on each s ide of the side bearing axis so as to inhibit the walled, 
housing from s hifting and locat ing t h e s ide bearing ass embly relativcto the bolder, A cap is 
arranged nt the sceead ™<* ef jn flyin g relation relative the spring. The cap is mounted for 
reciprocatory guided movements by and relative to the housing, with a generally flat railcar body 
engaging portion on the cap being positioned relative to the walled housing and the walled 
enclosur e receptacle by the spring. 



Please amend Paragraph [0018] as follows: 

[0018] xfa* Tn nn ft form the recess o r cavity defined bv the walled hou sing of the side bearing 
assembly furthermor e preferably includes spacers for locating and ocouring the side bearing 
assembly within tho walled receptacle on the bolster. In on e form, the walled housing of the 
bearing aooombly and tho walled receptacle on the bolster inohido a pair of confronting surfaces 
Uib po flcd to opposed a ideo of an upstanding amo defin e d by the bearing assembly. Qno apaccr is 
inscrtabl e into each opening between oaoh pair of confronting surfaces o o as to loc at e and a e cu fe 
the side bearing aoocmbly within tho wollod recoptaolc on tho bolatcr extends through walled 
housing so a» to allow that and of the sp rin g arranP ftH op posite from the cap, to extend info. 
shutting relationship with that portio n of the u pp ^r surface of the holster defined within 
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parameters of the walled receptacle. As e nch, l^ n flth can be added to the soring without adding 
t 9 the operative height of the side bearing a ssembly thereby enhancing the load absorbing 
capability of the side bearing assembly. 

Please amend Paragraph [0019] as follows: 

[0019) In a most preferred form, one of the surfaces of each pair of confronting surfaces between 
the walled housing and walled receptacle is inclined with respect to the other surface such that the 
surfaces diverge away from each other and define a wedge shaped opening therebetween. 
According to this aspect, one of the spacers or inserts is insertable into each wedge shaped 
opening defined by the confronting surfaces on the walled housing and the walled enclosure to 
inhibit shifting movements of the walled h ousing and locating the side bearing assembly relative to 
said walled enclosure. Preferably, each spacer is configured as a wedge shim. 

Please amend Paragraph [0020] as follows: 

[0020] According to another aspect, there is provided a side bearing assembly configured for 
accommodation in a rectangularly shaped, open top receptacle projecting from sn a railcar 
bolster. The receptacle has a pair of spaced side walls and a pair of spaced end walls. The side 
bearing assembly includes a spring with a first end adapted for abutting engagement with tho 
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bolster, and a housing having wall structure defining a cavity extending therethrough wherein the 
s pring is accommodated . In a preferred form, the housing wall structure oxton d a oiroumfcrontia Hy 
about the jpring. The wall structure of the housing has a generally rectangular shape including 
two side walls and two end walls. Earn side wall and each enH wall of the housing's wall 
«mictnf» are disposed to o p posite sides of an axis defin ed hv the side beari n g assembly and extend 
generally normal to the upper surface of t he holster. The generally rectangular shape of the 
homin g's wall stnichire loosely fits within t he walled receptacle on the_hals£eL A cap is 
positioned by and overlies a second m end of said spring The cap is guided for telescopic 
movements relative to the side bearing assembly housing and includes a generally flat portion 
defining an upper extreme of the side tearing assembly Mowing insertion of the side bearing 
assembly into operable combination with said the raiicar bolster. An apparatus is furthermore 
provided for positively securing and positioning the side bearing assembly relative to the raiicar 
bolster. 

Please amend Paragraph [0022] as follows: 

[0022] Preferably, the spring for the side be aring assembly includes a resilient spring block having 
o gubotantial portion thereof disposed within the oa s ity of said housing and with the resilient 
spring bloolc having a predeterrnined length and a predetermined cross-sectional shape. In one 
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form, the generally flat portion on the cap and the resilient block have interlocking 
instrumentalities for securing the resilient block and cap in operable combination relative to each 
other. In a most preferred form, the resilient spring block is formed from an elastomer material. 

Please amend Paragraph [0023] as follows: 

[0023J Because of concerns related to the adverse effects of heat on elastomers, the sjd£ bearing 
assembly housing is preferably configured to promote the dissipation of heat away from the 
elastomer spring block. In a preferred form, the cap is also configured to promote the dissipation 
of heat away from the elastomer spring block, 

Please amend Paragraph [0024] as follows: 

10024] In one form, the side bearing mi>umbly defines an aria u n e nd i ng generally normal to the 
surface on the bolotor adapted to be abu tt ed by the first end of tho spring. In its preferred form, 
t he wall structure of the bearing housing has a generally r e ctangular shape including two a ide 
walla and two ends walls. Eu i h side wall and e n nh end wall of the bearing housing wall otructur e 
is disponed to oppooito sides of the aide boaring assembly curio, and wherein tho generall y 
rectangular chape of the wall otruoturo of tho b e aring houoing loosely fits with i n and is surrounded 
by tho receptacle on the bolstor. The end walls of the side bearing assembly housing and the end 
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walls of the walled receptacle on the bolster combine to define a pair of confronting surfaces 
disposed to opposite sides of the side bearing assembly axis. Each pair of confronting surfaces 
preferably has at a surfece portion inclined with respect to the other surface such that the surfaces 
diverge away from each other as they extend away from soidbobtor the upper surface onthe 
railcar bolster adapted to bo engaged by fee spring whereby defining a wedge-shaped opening 
therebetween. In one form, the apparatus for positively securing the side bearing assembly to the 
upper surface of said bolster includes spacers or inserts insertable into each wedge-shaped 
opening defined by the confronting surfaces on the side hearing assembly housing and the walled 
receptacle on the bolster to inhibit endwise shifting movements of side bearing assembly relative 
to the walled enclosure receptacle on the bolster . Preferably, each spacer is configured as a 
wedge shim. 

Please amend Paragraph [0025] as follows: 

[0025] According to still another aspect, there is provided a constant contact le w profile side 
bearing assembly configured for insertion into a wal l ed receptacle provided on adapted to be 
arranged in combination with a railcar bolster having an upper surface. The side bearing assembly 
includes a walled receptacle adapted for secu rftment to the upper surface of the bolster 
According to this aspect, the side bearing assembly fu r ther includes a bottomlcoo housing 
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a ss embly bpdy member having wall structure defining a recess, and w h erein the body member is 
configured to loosely fit within the walled receptacle on the bolster, and has a relatively flat railcar 
body engaging surface defining an upper end of the housing , and an Ad elastomeric spring 
configured for ins e rtion within said housing assembly and beneath said railcar body ongaging 
surfaco for providing said s i de bearing ass e mbly with a predetermined preload force capability. 
On e end of the spring extends through the housing for dircot engag e ment with the bolster. In on e 
form, a distanco ranging between about 2»5 inches and about 4 ,5 inches is provided between th e 
railoar body engaging surface and a lower edge of the bottomlosQ housing. In a preferred form, an 
is accommodated within the recess de fined bv the body member and a friction member overlies 
one end of the spring so as to transmit loads to the spring. An apparatus, operably engagable 
between and with the walled receptacle and the bottomless housing assembly body men&gr, is 
provided for locating the side bearing assembly relative to the railcar bolster. 

Please add Paragraph [0025.1] as follows: 

[0025*1] In the illustrated form, the body member of the constant contact side bearing 
assembly is configured to allow the elastomeric spring to extend therethrough such that the end of 
the spring, opposed from the friction member, abuts with and directly engages with the upper 
surface of the bolster. In a preferred form, the friction member of the side bearing assembly is 
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arranged in operable combination with and positions the spring relative to said body member. 
Please Paragraph [0025.2] as follows: 

10025.2] According to still another aspect, there is provided a constant contact side bearing 
assembly for a railcar having a bolster connected to a wheeled truck. The side bearing assembly 
includes a walled receptacle adapted for securement to an upper surface on the bolster and a 
housing assembly configured to loosely fit within the walled receptacle on the bolster. The 
housing assembly includes a friction member having a railcar engaging portion which is spring 
biased for engagement with an underside of a railcar body portion for limiting hunting movements 
of the wheeled truck. The side bearing assembly further includes an apparatus operably engagable 
with an inner surface on the walled receptacle and an outer surface on the housing assembly for 
locating the side bearing assembly relative to the railcar bolster. 

Please Paragraph [0025.3] as follows: 

[0025.3] In a preferred embodiment, the housing assembly of the side bearing assembly 
includes a walled base which mounts the friction member for telescoping movement relative 
thereto. In one form, the walled base of the housing assembly defines a recess for accommodating 
a spring. Preferably, one end of the spring extends through the walled base of the housing 
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assembly to abuttingly engage with that portion of the upper surface of said bolster surrounded by 
the parameters of the walled receptacle. 

Please amend Paragraph [0041] as follows: 

[0041] A constant contact side bearing assembly 40, according to the present invention, is 
designed to be accommodated within the pocket or recess 38 defined by each receptacle 26 on the 
bolster 16 for supporting and frictionally engaging an underside 42 of the railcar body 12. As 
shown in FIG. 2, bearing assembly 40 defines an axis 44 extending generally normal to the surfece 
28 of the bolster 16 after assembly 40 is arranged in operable combination with the bolster 16. 
The side bearing assembly 40 illustrated fee for exemplary purposes is specifically designed with a 
low profile. It should be appreciated, however, the principals of this invention equally apply to 
railcar side bearings configured to operate in combination with railcars having a standard nominal 
working space of about five and one-sixteenth inch between the truck bolster and the car body 
underside. Suffice it to say, bearing assembly 40 preferably includes a two-part housing assembly 
including a housing or cage 50 and a cap or friction member 60 arranged for guided movements 
relative to the housing 50. A spring 70 is arranged in operable combination with and positions the 
bearing cap 60 relative to the upper surface 28 of the bolster 1 6. 
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Please amend Paragraph [0042] as follows: 

[0042] In a preferred form, the housing or cage 50 of the side bearing is preferably formed from 
metal and, as illustrated in FIG. 3, has upstanding wall structure configured to fh within the 
walled receptacle 26 on the railcar bolster 16. Returning to FIG. 2 7 the wall structure on bearing 
housing 50 preferably extends circumferentially about the spring 70 . Housing 50 asd defines a 
cavity 52 for accommodating the spring 70, In one form, the recess or cavity 52 extends through 
housing 50 extending therethrough and is open at opposite ends. In the illustrated embodiment, 
the marginal edge of cavity 52 has a generally rectangular profile. As shown, wall structure of 
bearing housing 50 includes pair of generally parallel and spaced vertical side walls 53 and 54 
disposed to opposed lateral sides of the bearing assembly axis 44 and a pair of generally parallel 
and spaced end walls 55 and 56 disposed to opposed longitudinal sides of the bearing assembly 
axis 44. 



Please amend Paragraph [0054] as follows: 

[0054] In the illustrated embodiment, a locking memb e r insert or spacer 84 is snugly inserted into 
each opening 82 defined between the confronting walls 35, 55 and 36, 56, respectively, of the 
receptacle 26 and bearing housing 50. Thereafter, locking member or shim spacer 84 is secured, 
as by welding or a suitable mechanical device, preferably to the adjacent end wall of the receptacle 
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26 to inhibit longitudinal shifting movements of the bearing assembly 40 relative to the bolster 16. 
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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 1. (Canceled). 

Claim 2. (Currently Amended) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Claim 4 6, wherein said spring comprises a defbrmable block of elastomeric material for absorbing 
energy imparted to said side bearing assembly and configured to position said friction member 
relative to said bolster surface. 

Claim 3. (Original). 

Claim 4. (Canceled) 

Claim 5. (Canceled). 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended) A The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Ada pted to be arra n ged in combination with a railcar bolster having an upper surface, $aid 

side bearing assembly comprising: 
a Eprinfft 
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a body member having wall structure defining a recess wherein said spring is 
accommodated with the wall structure of said body memb er^emg configured to fit within a 
walled receptacle on the upper surface of said railcar bolster^ and wherein the wall structure on 
said body member and the walled receptacle include a pair of confrontrngjurfac es disposed to 
opposed sides of the an axis of defined by said side bearing assembly and extendin g generally 
normal to th e upper surface on said bolster: , and wherein sa id 

an apparatus ^^abiy^igag^^ with said walledrecep tacle on said bolster and said body 
member for locating said side bearing assembly relative to said bolster, said apparatus includes a 
spacer inscrtable into an opening d e fin e d including an insert positionable between each pair of 
confronting surfaces on opposed sides of the ^ide bearing assembly axis wh e reby for mhibiting 
shifting movements of the body member of and locating said side bearing assembly from s hifting 
relative to said bolste r: and 

a friction member overlying one end of and for transmitting loads to said spring, with said 
friction member being guided for movement? relative to said bo dy member. 

Claim 7. (Currently Amended) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Claim 6, wherein at least one surface of each pair of confronting surfaces is inclined with respect 
to the other surface such that said surfaces diverge away from each other as said surfaces extend 
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away from said bolster surface adapted to be engaged by said spring whereby defining a wedge 
shaped opening therebetween, and wherein each spacer insert has a wedge-shaped configuration 
which fits into said wedge-shape opening, and with each wedge-shaped spacer insert being 
secured to said walled receptacle to inhibit shifting movements of the yelled receptee of said 
side bearing assembly relative to said bolster. 

Claim 8, (Canceled). 

Claim 9, (Currently Amended) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Claim & 13, wherein said spring comprises a resilient spring block formed from an elastomer 
material. 

Claim 10. (Original). 

Claim 11. (Canceled). 

Claim 12. (Canceled). 
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Claim 13. (Currently Amended) A The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
CtAMW-V^ ada pted to be arranged in combination w ith a railcar bolster with an upper surface, said 

side bearing assembly comprising: 

a walled ho " g ' n p! ^finin g a recess, and wherein said walled housing and the a walled 
receptacle on the upper surface of said bolster tnefede define a pair of confronting surfaces 
disposed to arranged on opposed sides of an, axis defined bv said side bearing assembly was and 
extending generally normal to the upper su rface of said bolster: 

a s pring accommodated within said walled housing; 

inserts for securing the walled homin g nf and locating said side b e aring assembly within 
the walled receptacle on said bolster, and whoroin with at least one of oaid spacora is insert being 
insortable into an opening defined positionable between said confronting surfaces on the walled 
receptacle and the walled bousing on eac h side of said side bearing axis whereby for inhibiting 
shifting movements of the walled bousing of said side bearing assembly from sifting relative to 
said bolster J _and 

a cap overlying one end of said spring , said cap being mounted for reciprocatorv guided 
movements hv and relative to said walled housing, with a gener ally *** railcar hndy engaging 
portion on said cap being positioned relative to sa i d walled housing and said walled receptaclejg 

gaid, spring- 
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Claim 14. (Currently Amended) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Claim 13, wherein at least one of said surfaces of each pair of confronting surfaces is inclined with 
respect to the other surface of each pair of confronting surfaces such that said surfaces diverge 
away from each other as said surfaces extend away from said bolster whereby defining a wedge 
shaped opening therebetween, and wherein one of said s pacers inserts is insertable into each 
wedge shaped opening defined by said confronting surfaces on said walled housing and said 
walled enclosure to inhibit shifting movements of the walled housing^ side bearing assembly 
relative to said walled enclosure. 

Claim IS. (Currently Amended) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Claim 14, wherein each spaeer insert is configured as a wedge shim. 

Claim 16. (Canceled). 

Claim 17. (Currently Amended) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Claim +6 26, wherein a distance ranging generally between 2.5 inches and 4.5 inches is 
measurable between the upper extreme of said side bearing assembly and said bolster surface after 
said side bearing assembly after is accommodated in said receptacle. 
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Claim 18. (Currently Amended) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Claim ±6 26, wherein said spring is configured such that an upper portion of said side bearing 
assembly is positioned above an upper extreme of the walls of said receptacle as long as the spring 
of said side bearing assembly is in an uncompressed state and when initial loadings are directed 
against said side bearing assembly during operation of the railcar on which said side bearing 
assembly is arranged in operable combination 



Claim 19. (Currently Amended) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Claim *6 26, wherein said spring comprises a resilient spring block having a predetermined length 
and a predetermined cross-sectional shape. 



Claim 20. (Original). 



Claim 21. (Original). 



Claim 22. (Original). 



Claim 23. (Original). 
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Claim 24. (Canceled). 

Claim 25. (Currently Amended) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 
Claim 44 26, wherein said cap is adapted to telescopically move relative to and be guided by the 
wall structure on of said housing, and wherein the wall structure of said housing and said cap are 
configured to promote the movement of air though said cavity and away from said spring. 

Claim 26. (Currently Amended) A The constant contact side bearing assembly according to 

adapted to be accommodated within a rectangularly shaped op en top receptacle 
projecting from an upper surface of a railcar bolster, said receptacle having a pair of generally 
parallel and spaced side wa lls and a pair of generally parallel and spaced end walls, said constant 
contact side bearing assembly comprising: 
a spriflg; 

a housing with wall structure defining a cavity wherein said spring is accommodated, and 
wherein the wall structure of said housing has a generally rectangular shape including two side 
walls and two ends walls, with each side wall and each end wall of said wall structure being 
disposed to opposite sides of the an axis defined by said side bearing assembly a*es and extending 
generally normal to the upper surface of said bolster , and wherein the generally rectangular shape 
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of the wall structure of said housing loosely fits within and is surrounded by said open top 
receptacle nn said bolster. 

a ca p positioned hv and overiving an end of sa id spring, with said cap being guided for ^^^7 
telescopic movements relative to said h nnsin p and with said can including a generally flat portio n 
Hefininft *n up per extreme of **id side bea ring assembly after said side ba ring assembly is 
arran ged in operable com bination with said railcar bolster; flncj 

an ap paratus for positively securing said h ousing and positioning said side bearing 
assembly re lative to the railcar bolster, 

Claim 27. (Original). 
Claim 28. (Original). 
Claim 29. (Original). 
Claim 30. (Original). 
Claim 31 through 34. (Canceled). 
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Claim 35. (New) The constant contact side bearing according to Claim 6, wherein said 
spring has an end adapted for direct engagement with a bolster surface defined within parameters 
set by said walled receptacle. 

Claim 36. (New) The constant contact side bearing according to Claim 13, wherein the 
recess defined by said walled housing extends through said housing and is open at opposite ends. 

Claim 37. (New) The constant contact side bearing according to Claim 13, wherein an end of 
said spring engages a portion of the upper surface on said bolster surrounded by the walled 
receptacle. 

Claim 38. (New) The constant contact side bearing according to Claim 26, wherein the 
recess defined by said walled housing extends through said housing and is open at opposite ends. 

Claim 39. (New) The constant contact side bearing according to Claim 26, wherein an end of 
said spring engages a portion of the upper surface on said bolster surrounded by the walled 
receptacle. 
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Claim 40, (New) A constant contact side bearing assembly adapted to be arranged in 

combination with a railcar bolster having an upper surface, comprising: 

a walled receptacle adapted for securement to the upper surface on said bolster, 

a body member having wall structure defining a recess, with the wall structure of said 

body member being configured to loosely and telescopically fit within the walled receptacle; 
an elastomeric spring accommodated within the recess defined by said body member; 
a friction member overlying one end of and for transmitting loads to said spring; and 
an apparatus operably engagable between an inner surface on said walled receptacle and 

an outer surface on said body member for securing said body member against shifting and locating 

side bearing assembly relative to said bolster. 

Claim 41. (New) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to Claim 40, wherein 
said spring comprises a deformable block of elastomeric material for absorbing energy imparted to 
said side bearing assembly and configured to position said friction member relative to said bolster 
surface. 

Claim 42. (New) The constant contact side bearing assembly according to Claim 40, wherein 
said friction member is arranged in operable combination with and positions said spring relative to 
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said body member. 

Claim 43 . (New) In combination, a railcar bolster connected to a wheeled truck and a 

constant contact side bearing assembly, comprising: 

a walled receptacle adapted for securement to an upper surface on said bolster, 

a housing assembly configured to loosely fit within said walled receptacle, said housing 

assembly including a friction member having a railcar engaging portion which is spring biased for 

engagement with an underside of a railcar body supported by and for limiting hunting movements 

of said wheeled truck; and 

an apparatus operably engagable with an inner surface on said walled receptacle and an 

outer surface on said housing assembly for locating said side bearing assembly relative to the 

railcar bolster. 

Claim 44. (New) The side bearing assembly according to Claim 43 wherein said housing 
assembly includes a walled base which mounts said friction member for telescoping movement 
relative thereto. 

Claim 45. (New) The side bearing assembly according to Claim 44 wherein the walled base 
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of said housing assembly defines a recess for accommodating a spring. 

Claim 46. (New) The side bearing assembly according to Claim 45 wherein one end of said 
spring abuttingly engages with that portion of the upper surface of said bolster surrounded by said 
walled receptacle. 
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